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Abstract

During successive parliamentary elections of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, a
number of candidates usually have prior experience of parliamentary representation, and
one of the actions that such candidates may have undertaken during their term of office is
encroachment upon the functions of other branches of power, including interference in
the appointment and dismissal of executive officials other than ministers; the present study
seeks to answer the question of whether the executive boards and the Guardian Council,
which are responsible for verifying the qualifications of candidates for elections to the
Islamic Consultative Assembly, may refuse to approve the qualifications of such candidates
on the basis of the aforementioned conduct, or in other words, what the status of the
qualifications of candidates with prior parliamentary experience who have interfered in the
appointment and dismissal of executive officials should be. Using a descriptive—analytical
research method, the findings indicate that repeated interferences by representatives,
through abuse of their position, in the appointment and dismissal of executive officials lead
to disruption of the sound administrative system, constitute a breach of the parliamentary
oath, and are incompatible with the national character of parliamentary representation;
accordingly, bodies supervising candidate qualifications may consider such conduct as an
instance of lack of loyalty to the Constitution and to the progressive principle of wilayat
faqih mutlaga (absolute guardianship of the jurist), and may prevent such individuals from
entering the Islamic Consultative Assembly, while it should be noted that actions by
representatives in relation to the appointment and dismissal of executive officials, where
they are merely consultative in nature and fall within the scope of their lawful duties and
powers, are excluded from the application of this ruling.
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