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Abstract

Transparency is an indispensable aspect of governance and plays an irreplaceable role
in the efficiency and accountability of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis-e Shora-
ye Eslami) as the primary legislative institution in the country. One dimension of
parliamentary transparency is transparency in lobbying. Negative and destructive lobbying
leads to inefficiency in the parliament, diminished public trust, and the erosion of social
capital. Accordingly, the objective of this study is to examine the role of transparency in
reducing the political influence of lobbyists in the legislative decision-making process of
the Islamic Consultative Assembly. This research constitutes a qualitative and applied
study, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology. The findings indicate that to
safeguard the legislative process from the threats and harms of political influence and
negative lobbying, transparency in lobbying must be implemented across four key
dimensions: (1) publication of summaries of meetings between representatives and
lobbyists; (2) disclosure of lobbyists’ documents intended to influence legislative processes;
(3) establishment of a registration and oversight mechanism for lobbyists in the
parliament; and (4) publication of the names of representatives from governmental bodies
or private companies who enter the parliament. Enhancing transparency in these four areas
yields significant benefits, including increased parliamentary efficiency, strengthened
public trust, improved legislative quality, the realization of participatory governance, and
the prevention of corruption.
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