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Abstract

For any policy to establish itself on the right path, it must be grounded in specific and
defined objectives, enabling both an initial thorough assessment of its legitimacy and a
realistic evaluation of its outcomes. The Islamic penal system, like other penal systems,
pursues its distinct objectives, and the degree to which these objectives are achieved
determines the success of Islamic criminal policy. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method, seeks to answer the question: What is the purpose behind the legislation
of punishment in Islam? To address this question, the foundation of fear (khawf) and hope
(raja’)—as one of the most significant human-building principles in the Holy Qur’an—was
considered as the basis for uncovering the intent of the Lawgiver (Shari‘). Accordingly,
penal policies in Islam can be categorized into two types: “fear-based policies” and “hope-
based policies,” which coexist. The findings of this study revealed that, by examining the
entirety of Islamic law, the management approach within the penal system, and the
arrangement of its influential institutions, the primary objective of punishments in Islam
can be identified as “educational deterrence.” In essence, the rehabilitation and moral
education of offenders is the ultimate and fundamental goal of the Islamic penal system,
complemented by deterrence as an initial goal. To achieve this, punishments that appear
severe and evoke fear are made flexible through the incorporation of institutions rooted in
hope (raja’), ensuring a balance between discipline and compassion.
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