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Abstract

Law constitutes the most important and fundamental element in the structure of modern and
contemporary legal systems. Although jurists have identified various components and elements
for the concept of law, these components and elements merely comprise one dimension of the
concept—a dimension that enables the differentiation of the concept of law and its propositions
from other concepts and propositions. Nevertheless, law itself is founded on essential bases that
form the existential prerequisites for the concept of law, and without understanding these
foundations, it is not possible to attain a profound comprehension of the concept of law within the
framework of modern thought. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze and investigate the
foundations of the concept of law as perceived by Iranian intellectuals during the Constitutional
Era, based on a critical review of the intrinsic components of the concept of law in modern legal
thought. Through an analytical-comparative approach, the research demonstrates that while the
application of law by Iranian intellectuals of the Constitutional Era was grounded in essential
principles such as “autonomous rationality,” “freedom,” “equality,” “parliamentarianism,” and
“codification,” these intellectuals lacked sufficient philosophical depth and ontological insight
into the concept of law and its components. Moreover, their adoption of the concept was
characterized by a departure from indigenous tradition and a predominantly instrumental view of
law and its elements. This superficial and formalistic perception led them to regard the uncritical
adoption of the concept of law, without consideration of its epistemological and philosophical
foundations, as a solution to the societal challenges of Iran.
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