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Abstract

The present research has been conducted with the aim of providing a criminological
analysis of violence and aggression among children and adolescents and of evaluating the
effectiveness of Iran’s legislative policies in addressing this phenomenon, with the central
question being what roots and contextual factors underlie violence and aggression in this
age group and to what extent legislative criminal policy has been able, by adopting a
preventive, differential, and age- and psychologically appropriate approach, to control
and reduce such behaviors; in this regard, the study also asks whether existing laws—
particularly the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescents adopted in 1399 (2020)
and the provisions relating to children and adolescents in the Islamic Penal Code—possess
sufficient capacity to manage violent behaviors committed by these individuals themselves
or whether they suffer from legislative gaps. The research method is descriptive—analytical
and based on library studies, with data collected through examination of legal,
criminological, psychological, and sociological sources and analyzed using an
interdisciplinary approach, while legislative documents and criminal policies related to
children and adolescents have also been subjected to critical evaluation with an emphasis
on their preventive and protective functions. The findings indicate that violence and
aggression among children and adolescents constitute a multidimensional phenomenon
arising from the interaction of biological, psychological, familial, social, and structural
factors, and that a purely punitive response is ineffective; analysis of existing laws shows
that although the protective approach toward child victims has been strengthened,
significant deficiencies remain in the areas of prevention, early intervention, and
management of violent behaviors by adolescent offenders, and consequently, the present
research emphasizes the necessity of adopting an integrated and preventive criminal policy
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in which the reform and completion of laws, the development of supportive and therapeutic
services, the teaching of life skills, and the strengthening of institutional oversight are
pursued in a coordinated manner, so as to both protect children and adolescents and preven
t the reproduction of violence in society.
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rights.
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